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Messrs. R. Frothingham, jun., Aspinwall, Sabine, 
and Livermore, were appointed a Committee to prepare 
and publish the fourth volume of the Fourth Series of 
the Collections. 

On motion of Mr. Shattuck:, — Voted, That a Com- 
mittee be appointed to prepare a circular to be sent to 
the town-clerks of the several towns in the State, solicit- 
ing copies of all printed books, documents, and papers 
relating to the town or to matters therein, to be depo- 
sited in the archives of this Society ; and also soliciting 
information concerning the history, extent, and present 
condition, of the records of the towns. And thereupon 
Messrs. Shattuck, Shurtleff, and Ames were appointed 
on the Committee. 

Mr. Barry read a letter from his brother, Rev. "Wil- 
liam Barry, dated Chicago, April 28, 1856, in relation to 
the establishment of the Chicago Historical Society, for 
historical inquiry, collection, and publication, for Illi- 
nois and the North-west; showing their wide field of 
investigation, their wants and prospects. 

Voted to refer this communication to the Standing 
Committee. 



SPECIAL MEETING, Mat 22. 

A special meeting of the Society, called by the Stand- 
ing Committee, was held at the house of Hon. Nathan 
Appleton, in Beacon Street, Boston, on Thursday even- 
ing, May 22, at seven and a half o'clock ; the President, 
Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, in the chair. 
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After the reading of the record of the last meeting, 
Mr. Deane, from the Committee on the third volume, 
Fourth Series, reported verbally, that, while the Com- 
mittee were making collections for a third volume, the 
discovery of Governor Bradford's manuscript "History of 
Plymouth Colony " induced them to suspend their pro- 
ceedings, and to obtain, and prepare for the press, a 
copy of this history ; that, accordingly, they have 
prepared for the press, and published, five hundred 
copies of Bradford's History, with the Memoir of the 
late Samuel Appleton prefixed, and five hundred copies 
of Bradford alone, all at the expense of about eleven 
hundred and fifty dollars, exclusive of the cost of obtain- 
ing the copy in England, and amounting, in the whole, 
to fourteen hundred and seven dollars ; that the price 
per volume had been fixed at two dollars and twenty-five 
cents, the publishers accounting at the rate of two dollars 
and twelve cents per copy on their sales. 

Mr. Deane further stated, that the full Index to 
the volume was prepared by Mr. Sibley, — a service 
wholly gratuitous on his part. 

Whereupon, on motion of Mr. Ellis, — Voted, That 
the thanks of the Society be presented to our associate, 
Mr. Charles Deane, for his laborious and zealous efforts, 
now crowned with such complete success, in procuring 
and editing Bradford's History. 

Voted, That the thanks of the Society be presented 
to Mr. Sibley for the excellent Index to Bradford's 
History, just published, which he prepared free of 
charge to the Society ; and that a copy of that volume 
be sent to him. 
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The President communicated a letter from Mr. Hyde 
Clarke, of London, dated " 42, Basinghall Street, 28th 
April, 1856," accompanying the donation to {he Society 
of a copy of Washington's letter to " Mr. Charton," dated 
" Mount Vernon, 20th May, 1786," supposed never to 
have been published, in answer to Mr. Charton's let- 
ter from Philadelphia of May 5, stating the terms on 
which he would be willing to dispose of his lands, 
situated on the Big Kenhawa and on the Ohio, between 
the two Kenhawas. He also communicated a letter 
from Mr. Sparks, who states that " there seems no rea- 
son to doubt the genuineness of the Washington letter," 
and makes reference to the list of the Kenhawa lands 
attached to Washington's will, with which the list in 
the letter corresponds. 

Voted to refer the copy of the Washington letter to 
the Publishing Committee of vol. iv., and that the Pre- 
sident be requested to acknowledge the donation. 

The President read a letter from Mr. W. H. Whit- 
more, in behalf of the " Library Committee of the New- 
England Historic-Genealogical Society," proposing an 
exchange of the " Register " — of which vol. x. is now 
printing — for this Society's Collections. 

Voted to refer this communication to the Standing 
Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Deane, — Voted, That copies of 
the new volume be presented by the President, in 
the name of the Society, to the Fulham Library, from 
whose archives the manuscript of Bradford's History 
was procured ; also to the Bishop of London and the 
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Bishop of Oxford, to whose courteous interest the 
Society is greatly indebted for the possession of its 
copy of that valuable work. 

It having been announced, by the Standing Commit- 
tee, that Mr. Whitmore had presented the Winslow 
papers to the Society, — Voted, That the thanks of the 
Society be given to Mr. William H. Whitmore for his 
valuable donation to the library of two volumes of the 
Winslow papers, together with extracts from the ar- 
chives of the State of Massachusetts illustrating the 
same ; and also that the first three volumes of the 
Fourth Series be presented to the same gentleman, as 
a slight acknowledgment of his generosity. 

Voted, That a copy of the new volume be presented 
to Peter C. Brooks, Esq., and John Eliot Thayer, Esq., 
as a token of the Society's thanks for their generous 
contribution in aid of its funds. Also voted to send 
the volume to all societies which furnish their publica- 
tions to this Society in exchange. 

Voted that authority be given to the Standing Com- 
mittee to institute a system of exchanges of our pub- 
lications with such literary and historical institutions, 
domestic or foreign, as they may think advisable. 

Mr. Ames presented to the Society, on large parch- 
ment, a letter of attorney, dated Oct. 29, 1779, signed 
by Alexander Hood, Esq., Treasurer of the Greenwich 
Hospital, empowering Mr. Henry Newton to receive, 
to the use of the hospital, " forfeited and unclaimed 
shares of prize and bounty money," under the Act of 
Parliament prohibiting trade and intercourse with the 
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Colonies; and authorizing the seizing, and making 
prizes, of vessels, &c, under the circumstances named in 
the Act. 

Voted to refer this document to the Publishing Com- 
mittee of vol. iv., for their consideration. 



JUNE MEETING. 

The Society held their stated monthly meeting on 
Thursday, June 12, at noon, at their rooms in Tremont 
Street, Boston ; the President, Hon. Eobert C. Win- 
thkop, in the chair. 

The Librarian announced donations from the Ala- 
bama Historical Society, the Maine Historical Society, 
the Mercantile-Library Association, the Library Company 
of Philadelphia ; Dr. Martyn Paine, New York ; Hon. 
Joshua N. H. Chase, Manlius, N.Y. ; Hon. Thomas G. 
Cary, Prof. Longfellow, Hon. Judge Theron Metcalf, 
Messrs. Wm. H. Whitmore and J. S. Loring ; and 
from Messrs. Parkman, Savage, and Winthrop, of this 
Society. 

The President, in the absence of the Chairman of 
the Standing Committee, and in behalf of the Com- 
mittee, read the following report ; viz. : — 

Mr. Arnold has finished his task of arranging the Trumbull 
papers, &c, and pasting them into substantial volumes, which 
have been uniformly lettered, and placed in one of the cabi- 



